TWO ON A TOWER

' I will, on one condition: that you own that you
love him/

* Why should you force me to that ? ' she murmured.
1 It would be no such wonder if I did/

'Come, you do.'
4 Well, I do.J

* Now I'll look for him/

Louis took a light and turned away, astonished
that she had not indignantly resented his intrusion and
the nature of his questioning.

At this moment a slight noise was heard on the
staircase, and they could see a figure rising step by
step, and coming forward against the long lights of
the staircase window. It was Swithin, in his ordinary
dress, and carrying his boots in his hand. When he
beheld them standing there so motionless, he looked
rather disconcerted, but came on towards his room.

Lady Constantine was too agitated to speak, but
Louis said, * I am glad to see you again. Hearing a
noise a few minutes ago I came out to learn what it
could be, I found you absent, and we have been very
much alarmed.3

'1 am very sorry/ said S within, with contrition.
/1 owe you a hundred apologies: but the truth is
that on entering my bedroom I found the sky remark-
ably clear, and though I told you that the observation
I was to make was of no great consequence, on
thinking it over alone I felt it ought not to be allowed
to pass; so I was tempted to run across to the
observatory, and make it, as I had hoped, without
disturbing anybody. If I had known that I should
alarm you I would not have done it for the world/

Swithin spoke very earnestly to Louis, and did not
observe the tender reproach in Viviette's eyes when
he showed by his tale his decided notion that the
prime use of dark nights lay in applying them to the
furtherance of practical astronomy.

Everything being now satisfactorily explained the
three retired to their several chambers, and Louis
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